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The Gender Gap in Religion Around the World

Women are generally more religious than men, particularly among
Christians

Standard listsofhi st or y6s most i nf | il anmohgitherh AbraleamjMpsesndesus,| eader
Muhamm ad, Siddhartha Gautama (the Buddha) i tend to be predominantly, if not exclusively,

male. Many religious groups, including Roman Catholics and Orthodox Jews, allow only men to be

clergy, while others, including some denominations in the evangelical Protestant tradition, have

lifted that restriction only in recent deca des. Yetit often appears that the ranks of the faithful are

dominated by women.

In the United States, for example, women are more likelythanmentos ay r el i gi on i s HAve
i mportant 0 (©60% vs. 4786) accordinguoea 2014 Pew Research Center survey

American women also are more likely than American men to say they pray daily (64% vs. 4/%) and

attend religious services at least once a week40% vs.32%).1 According to media accounts, women

so outnumber men in the pews of many U.S. churches that some clergy have changedecor, music

and worship styles to try to bring more men into their congregations.

Noting similar gender differences in other countries, mainly in Europe, some social scientists have
argued that women are universally more religious than men across all societies, cultures and
faiths.2 More controversially, a few sociologists have theorized that the gender gap in religion is
biological in nature, possibly stemming from higher levels of testosterone in men or other physical
and genetic differences between the sexes:

How and why men and women differ in religious commitment has been a topic of scholarly debate
for decades.Even today, it continues to inspire much academic research, as well as discussios
among the general public. To contrib ute to this ongoing conversation, Pew Research Cengr has
amassedextensive data on gender and religion in six different faith groups (Christian s, Muslims,

IFigures for the United St attdsRel@ipus Lahdseapa StBdgPerceagesesadrinctiis rePatard based s

on respondents who provided answerd.he percentages in the publishetlandscape Studyare based on the full sample, which includes
respondents who repl i ednsoad@quastion knowd or declined to

2 For example, see Argyle, Michael, and Benjamin Bei | | a h mi The Sbc&@alfPSychology of Religiord A | s cHalikeme Badjamint

2014. oPsychological Perspect i ve dalahmiasertedt fieom ga et Rel rgil ogi bpgj dyi mfw

demonstrated in consistent research findings over t henepStakhas100 year s
argued that the pattern of women beiumg vrearse |r. el iSgeieo uBstysilidkaandRoedm edyh o r2dd
Faith: Addressing the O6Universal 6 6Gdrodemalbi fffoer ¢ maa. Sici eRd li if dico B ud@gym
3See Miller, Al an S. ,Geraler and Retigibnseeygs: Chh $ociddizatior2 ExaRation®Be Saved?’Amer i can Jour nal

Sociology. Miller and Stark said diffences between men and women in risk preference explain the religious gender gap; they posited greater
risk-taking among men has a physiological or hormonal basis, such as testosterone. The article inspired many subsequent papéheon
gender gap, whichrequently used a common pool of 1990s World Values Survey data, predominantly from Christiaqjority countries.
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Buddhists, Hindus, Jews and the religiously unaffiliated) across scores of countries, including

many with non -Christian majorities. Data on &ffiliation in 192 countries were collected from

censuses, demographic surveys and general population surveyss part ofthe Center6 s mul t i year
study projecting the size and geographic distribut
2010 to 2050.4 Data on religious beliefs and practicescome from international Pew Research

Center surveys of the general population in 84 countries conducted between 2008 and 20155

Basedon thesewide-ranging and comprehensive datasets, this studyfinds that, globally, women
are more devout than men by several standard measuresof religious commitment. But the study
also reveals a more complex relationship betweenreligion and genderthan has been commonly
assumed.While women generally are more religious, men display higher levels of religious
commitment in some countries and religious groups. And in other contexts, there are few, if any,
discernable gender differences in religion.¢

On all the standard measures of religious commitment examined in the study, Christian women

are more religious than Christian men. By contrast, Muslim women and Muslim men show similar
levels of religiousness on all measures of religious commitment except frequency of attendance at
worship services. Because of religious norms, Muslim men attend services at a mosque much more
often than Muslim women do.

Varieties of religious commitment

Measuring levels of religious commitment in widely differing societies and faiths is a tricky
endeavor. Rather than trying to use a single indicator, this report looks at a variety of measuresof
commitment , including religious affiliation, frequency of worship service attendance, frequency of
prayer, and whether religion plays an importantrolein a p e r s oDegending an the specific
measure, data are availdle for varying numbers of countries because not all surveys asked the
exact same questions

Globally, women somewhat more likely to affiliate with a religious faith

The first measure the study looks at is affiliation i that is, whether people belong toany particular
religion. An estimated 83.4% of women around the world identify with a faith group, compared
with 79.9% of men,accordingtoP e w Res ear ch Cefcensuses) surveysiand v s i s

4See Pew Resear ch ClaRutere d WodROididhs: Popumation Growdh Projections, 201D50. 6

5 In an 85th country (ThailandPew Research Center collected datanche Muslim minority communityout not the general population.

6 The idea that women are universally more religious than men waspinently challenged by D. Paul Sullins. Yet Sullins conceded the

possibility of some universal gender differences, writing,i t appear s that the thesis of a universal g ¢
narrowly: it may apply to affective [interiorh ut not to acti ve PullinstDePanla |2]0®ebdeeddd Religoisness. 6
Deconstructing Universality, Constructing Complexitdmerican Journal oSociology.
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population registers in 192 countries and territories. This gap of 3.5 percentage points means that
an estimated 97 million more women than men claim a religious affiliation worldwide, as of 2010.”

In 61 of the 192 countries, women are at least 2 percentage points more likely than men to have an
affiliation. In the remaining countries, women and men display roughly equal levels of religious
affiliation becausein many cases nearly all people of bothgenders identify with some religi ous
group. There are no countries in which men are more religiously affiliated than women by 2
percentage points or more 8

Women are more likely to be religiously affiliated than men in many countries

There is no country where men affiliate more than women by at least 2 percenlage points

COUNTRIES WHERE MORE ...
ARE AFFILIATED

... Women ... Men: 0

Note: Figures are for the population ages 20 and over in 2010. —
Pew Research Center estimates based on census and survey

131 [ ] No data

|
sources used in “The Future of World Religions” report. Difference less than
2 percentage points

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

7 This analysis is based on adults ages 20 and older. Because women live longer than men, on average, there were about Z&miliire
women than men in these countries as of 2010.

8 Data on affiliation levels of men and women in 2010 come from mix of 2010-era census and survey data as well as, in some countries,
population projections based on data from a slightly earlier period. Due to the complex nature of this data, Pew ResearcteCsglected a 2
point difference as a substantive threshal for measuring differences in the affiliation levels of men and women.
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Gender gap in worship service attendance differs between
Muslim-majority and Christian-majority countries

Men attend more often in predominantly Muslim countries and Israel,
but women attend more often than men in predominantly Christian countries

=
g
- E.VJ’J"
b
COUNTRIES WHERE MORE ...~ “.
ATTEND RELIGIOUS SERVICES &
AT LEAST ONCE A WEEK
.. Women ...Men
Note: Gender gaps shown are for countries where there is a ‘
. o . 30 23 ] No data
statistically significant difference between men and women. |
Source: Pew Research Center surveys, 2008-2015 No significant difference

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Among Christians, women attend religious services more often, but among Muslims and
Orthodox Jews, men attend more often

Another useful indicator of religious commitment is how often women and men say theyattend
religious worship services. The biggest exceptions to the overall pattern of women exceeding men
in religious commitment can be foundon this measure. Among Christians in many countries,
women report higher rates of weekly church attendance than men. But among Muslims and
Orthodox Jews, men are more likely than women to say theyregularly attend services at a mosque
or synagogue? Higher levels of weekly attendance among Muslim and Jewish men are due in large
parttoreligpus nor ms t hat p rpartcipation in washipnsemides. In Orthodox
Judaism, communal worship services cannot take place unless aminyan, or quorum of at least 10

9 When this report discusses Jewish populations, it is referring to Jews who identify as Jewish by religion, as opposed wowihasidentify as
Jewish only by culture and not by rgibn. Survey data on Jewish attendance at religious services are available for only two countisese|
and the United States which together account for about 80% of the world's total Jewish population. In Israedl the United States Orthodox
Jewish men report higher rates of synagogue attendance than Orthodox women.
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men, is present. And in most Islamic societies, Muslim men are expected to attend communal
Friday midday prayers in the mosque, while women can fulfill this obligation individually, either
inside or outside the mosque.

Worldwide, this results in a mixed attendance pattern. Out of 81 countries where Pew Research
Center surveys have asked aboutvorship serviceattendance, women report greater levels of
weekly attendancein 30 countries, most of which have Christian majorities or large Christian
populations. In 28 countries T mostly places with Muslim majorities or large Muslim populations
i men report greater weekly attendancethan women. In the remaining 23 countries, the
difference between women and menin self-reported attendance is not statistically significant.

www.pewesearchorg
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Women are more likely than men to pray daily in many countries

COUNTRIES WHERE MORE ...

PRAY DAILY
.. Women ... Men: 1 (Israel)
Note: Gender gaps shown are for countries where there is a |
statistically significant difference between men and women 43 I 40 L] No data
Source: Pew Research Center surveys, 2008-2015 No significant difference

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Generally, more women than men pray daily

Another measure of religious commitment concerns prayer, which can take place privately as well
as publicly. Pew Research Center surveys have asked people ird&ountries how often they pray.
In about half of those countries (43), substantially more women than men say they pray on a daily
basis. Only in Israel, where roughly 22% of all Jewish adults self-identify as Orthodox, does a
higher percentage of men than women report engaging in daily prayer. In the remaining countries,
women and men are about equally likely to say they pray daily.

The difference between women and men in selfreported rates of daily prayer is the biggest
averagegender gap found in this study. Across the84 countries for which data are available, the
averageshare of women who say they pray daily is8 percentage points higher than the average
share of men. Even religiously unaffiliated women in some countries, including the United States
and Uruguay, report praying daily at higher rates than unaffiliated men do.

www.pewesearchorg
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In most countries, religion is equally or more important to women than to men

g

COUNTRIES WHERE MORE ...
SAY RELIGION IS “VERY IMPORTANT”
IN DAILY LIFE

.. Women ... Men: 2 (Mozambique and Israel)
Note: Gender gaps shown are for countries where there is a |

statistically significant difference between men and women 36 I 4|3 ] No data

Source: Pew Research Center surveys, 2008-2015 No significant difference
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Religion equally or more important to women than to men

Many Pew Research Center international surveys ask people to assess the importance of religion in

their daily lives. Is religion very important, somewhat important, not too important or not at all

important to them? In 46 of the 84 countries for which data are available, women and men are

about equally Ilikely to say livee Buiig36other dostriegB,y er y i mpo
women are more likely than men to regard religion as very important i often by notably large

margins. Only in Israel and Mozambique are men more likely than women to consider religion

very important to them personally.

Womenand men aboutequally likely to believe in heaven, hell and angels

Another way to measure religiousnessis to look at what people believe.Survey data from 63
countries regarding beliefs in heaven, hell and angelsindicate that men and women usually display
similar levels of beliefin these concepts. For example out of 63 countries, both genders are
equally likely to believe in heaven in 47 countries and to believe in hell in 52 countries. But where
there is adiscernible gender gap, womenare more likely than men to believe in these concepts.

www.pewesearchorg
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For example, women are more likely than men to say they believe in heaven inl5countries and
more likely than men to say theybelieve in hell in 10 countries. Women alsoare more likely to say
they believe in angels in 14 of 63 countries. There are a few exceptions:Men are more likely than
women to believe in heavenand hell in Lebanon and to believe in angels in Pakistan.

Christian and Muslim gender gaps differ

By most key measures ofreligious commitment, Muslim men and women are more alike in their
levels of religiousness than are Christian men and women. For example, in the40 countries where

data were collected on Muslimsd prayer habits, Mu s
than Muslim men by an average difference of only2 percentage points. A similar pattern occursin

rel i gi on 6 s .Themegsoirtually nocdéference between the shares of Muslim women and

Musl i m men who say religion is fAvery impthistanto to

topic. When it comes to weekly attendance at religious services, however, the pattern is very
different: Muslim men are more likely than Muslim women to regularly attend services by an
average of 28 percentage points across the 39 countriesvhere Muslim attendance data were
collected.

By contrast, the gender gaps between Christan women and Christian men are more consistent
than the Muslim gender gaps. Across all measures of religious commitment, Christian women are
more religious than Christian me n, often by considerable margins. In the 54 countries where data
were coll ected on Qabitsi Ghtisiian wosnén repatipriayyng gaity angres r
frequently than Christian men by an overall average gap of 10 percentage points. In 29 of those
countries, more women than men reported praying daily by margins of 10 percentage points or
more, ranging upward to 25 points in Greece.19 Similarly, Christian women are more likely than
Christanmentos ay r el i gimmoil tsamtve rtyo tadverage obApereentagev er al |
points across 54 countries In 15 of those countries, more women than men say this by margins
ranging from 10 percentage points in Peru, Chile and the United States to 23 points in South
Korea. When it comes to attendance at worship services Christian women are, on average 7
percentage pants more likely than Christian men to r eport attending services weeklyacross 53
countries with data on Christian attendance patterns. 11

10 The modalities of prayer among Christians and among Muslims may seem different enough that comparisons are not valid. Winiti&h
prayer is often done alone, Muslim prayer is often done publichjowever, that is not always the case. Christians, paularly Roman
Catholics, often make it a daily practice to attend Mass, a public worship serviaad Muslims often say theiffive daily prayers in the privacy
of their homes or in theirpersonalwork spaces.

11 Sociologist Linda Woodhead of Lancaster Wersityargued thatwo me n 6 s g r e ais @&featune ef IChrigtiantysmiore than other

religions.Woodhead said that Christianitt, o a gr eat er degree than other religions, extols w
and caregiver for famyy members asthe ones closest to theself-sacrifidng ideal exemplified by ChristSeeWoodhead, Linda. 2008.

0Gendering Secularization Theoryd6 Soci alAl Eompases Woodhead, Linda. 2008. o06Because | dm
Changing Lives in the West.o6 I n Aune, Kristin, Sonya Sharma and Gi se

www.pewesearchorg
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Among Christians, women are more religious than men on all measures;
gender gaps among Muslims are less consistent

Average percentage-point difference between men and women on measures of religious praclice,
commitment and belief

% pt. difference

CHRISTIANS Women Men Men < » Women
Weekly attendance 53% 46%
Daily prayer 61 51
Importance of religon 68 BT T
Belief in heaven 91 89
Belief in hell 78 76
Belief in angels 88 84
MUSLIMS Women Men Men « ‘ » Women
Weekly attendance 42% 70% -28
Daily prayer 72 71 . +2
Importance of religion N °.
Belief in heaven 94 93 0
Belief in hell 88 88 0
Belief in angels 86 85 +1

Note: Values in difference column are calculated based on unrounded numbers.

Source: Pew Research Center surveys, 2008-2015
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