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Topline Questionnaire 

EMPLNW Are you now employed full-time, part-time, retired, or are you not employed for pay? 

 CURRENT  

% 45 Employed full-time 

 13 Employed part-time 

 23 Retired 

 15 Not employed for pay 

 1 (VOL.) Have own business/self-employed 

 3 (VOL.) Disabled 

 * (VOL.) Student 

 1 (VOL.) Other 

 * (VOL.) Don’t know 

 * (VOL.) Refused 

 
EMPTYPE1 How would you describe the place where you work? [READ] 

Based on those who are employed [N=1,100] 

 CURRENT  

% 32 A large corporation 

 16 A medium-size company 

 25 A small business 

 7 A part of the federal, state or local government 

 8 A school or educational institution, OR 

 7 A nonprofit organization? 

 2 (VOL.) Other 

 2 (VOL.) Self-employed/work at home 

 1 (VOL.) Don’t know 

 0 (VOL.) Refused 

 
EMPTYPE2 Would you say that the type of work you do primarily involves manual and physical labor, 

or not? 

Based on those who are employed [N=1,100] 

 CURRENT  

% 48 Yes, involves manual and physical labor 

 52 No, does not 

 * (VOL.) Don’t know 

 0 (VOL.) Refused 
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EMPTYPE3 Which of the following best describes the type of work that you do? [READ] 

Based on those whose job does not primarily involve manual or physical labor/DK [N=654] 

 CURRENT  

% 49 Professional 

 17 Manager or executive 

 2 Government official 

 11 Administrative or clerical, OR 

 17 Customer service? 

 3 (VOL.) Other (SPECIFY) 

 1 (VOL.) Don’t know 

 0 (VOL.) Refused 
 

AUTO1 Next, I’m going to read some reasons why people might worry about losing a job. For 
each one, please tell me how concerned, if at all, you are about potentially losing your job 
for this reason. (First/Next), how concerned are you about losing your job because 
[INSERT ITEMS; RANDOMIZE]? [READ FOR FIRST ITEM THEN AS NECESSARY: Are you 
very concerned, somewhat concerned, not too concerned or not concerned at all about 
losing your job for this reason?] 

Based on those who are employed [N=1,100] 

 
VERY 

CONCERNED 
SOME-WHAT 
CONCERNED 

NOT TOO 
CONCERNED 

NOT 
CONCERNED 

AT ALL 
(VOL.) 

DK 
(VOL.) 

REF 

a. Your employer finds someone 

who is willing to do your job 
for less money 8 11 16 63 * * 

b. You aren’t able to keep up 
with the technical skills 

required to do your job 6 7 16 71 * * 

c. Your employer uses machines 

or computer programs to 

replace human workers 6 4 14 75 * * 

d. Your overall industry is 

shrinking 9 14 16 61 1 * 

e. The company that you work 

for is poorly managed 11 16 16 57 * * 
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AUTO2 Thinking about the job or occupation that you work in now, how likely do you think it is 
that job will exist in its current form in 50 years? Do you think it will definitely exist, 
probably exist, probably NOT exist, or definitely will NOT exist? 

Based on those who are employed [N=1,100] 

 CURRENT  

% 36 Definitely will exist 

 44 Probably will exist 

 12 Probably will NOT exist 

 6 Definitely will NOT exist 

 2 (VOL.) Don’t know 

 * (VOL.) Refused 

 
AUTO3 Overall, how likely do you think it is that in the next 50 years, robots and computers will 

do much of the work currently done by humans? Do you think this will definitely happen, 
will probably happen, will probably NOT happen, or will definitely NOT happen? 

 CURRENT  

% 15 Definitely happen 

 50 Probably happen 

 25 Probably NOT happen 

 7 Definitely NOT happen 

 3 (VOL.) Don’t know 

 * (VOL.) Refused 

 


